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Description and aims of the module
The aim of this module is to introduce students to the narrative strategies with the help of which modernist novels undermine the ideas of writing and reading as established by classical Realism. It also aims to think through the politics of modernist form. Through the close analysis of three novels the module will explore:

the epistemological question at the heart of Modernism (how do texts represent the world?)

the ideological significance of its textual experimentations, especially modernist fiction’s relationship with the early twentieth-century discourses of imperialism, gender and race

the limits of the modernist canon and the changing character of modernism’s own literary identity

Requirements

Students are required to do the assigned amount of reading within the limits set by the module outline and always before its discussion in class. This will facilitate their contribution to class discussions which is an essential requirement of this module.

On line class

There is a virtual class on the university’s E-Learning platform. You’ll be registered automatically once you are formally enrolled in this modernism class. Please, consult it to follow announcements, find out about on-line sources and participate in class activities.

Assessment
Evaluation is by final exam. Alternatively, students can give an in-class presentation and write a 3,000-word research paper to get 50% of their grade. Students opting for the second mode of assessment must sit the end-of-term exam to receive the other 50% of their final grade. They will have to answer half of the exam questions.

Module Description

Weeks 1-2: Modernism, Modernity, Realism

Essential Reading

· Roland Barthes. “The Eiffel Tower”. The Eiffel Tower and Other Mythologies. Trans. Richard Howard. New York: Farrar, Straus and Ciroux Inc., 1977.

· Martin Jay. “Scopic regimes of modernity”. Modernity and Identity. Ed. Scott Lash and Jonathan Friedman. Oxford: Blackwell, 1992.

Weeks 3-5: Modernism and the Spaces of Empire

Essential Reading

· Joseph Conrad. Heart of Darkness. The Norton Anthology of English Literature. New York and London: W.W. Norton and Company, 1993.

· Edward Said. Extract from Orientalism: A Critical and Cultural Theory Reader. Ed. Antony Easthope and Kate McGawan.

Weeks 6-8: Modernism and Art

Essential Reading

· James Joyce. A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. Ed. R. B. Kershner. Boston: Bedford Books of St Martin’s Press, 1993 (first edition 1916).

· Virginia Woolf. “Modern Fiction”. Collected Essays, Vol. 1. Ed. Leonard Woolf. London: Chatto and Windus, 1966 (PR6045 072A16).

Weeks 9-10: Women in Modernism

Essential Reading

- Virginia Woolf. To the Lighthouse. London: Penguin Books, 1966 (first edition

   1927).

Weeks 11: The Politics of Modernist Form

Essential Reading

· Georg Lukacs. “The ideology of modernism”. 20th-Century Literary Criticism: A Reader. Ed. David Lodge. London and New York: Longman, 1972 (PN94.L6).

· Bertolt Brecht. “The modern theatre is the epic theatre”. Brecht on Theatre: The Development of an Aesthetic. London: Methuen, 1974.
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