COMMUNITY QUESTION I

» The urban environment, as opposed to the natural one, is a construct that
supposedly facilitates the lives of the people who inhabit it. For example, a
big city offers diverse opportunities for pursuing a career and, depending
on its size, it can host great numbers of people. Cities also offer people
various kinds of entertainment, especially in terms of theatre and cinema.
However, would you say that you feel there is something missing from
such an urban environment? If yes, what is that?

COMMUNITY RESPONSES

v The communication between people. Maybe, it has become more difficult and
indirect and sometimes it is not even real.

v' Maybe more free events in theatres, public places or even in the street, so that
everyone can join in during the difficult times we are going through. Street
performances also add a vivid colour to the city.

v Having lived in a big city for almost four years, I would say that it is difficult
to realize if something is missing from this urban space, exactly because it
appears to have everything. What I feel it’s missing from my daily urban life
is order. Life in such big cities is crowded, busy and chaotic. To me, this is
what makes it a less appealing and fascinating place to live in.

v' Lack of security, lack of interpersonal relationships, fear of different,
multicultural societies => fear of the unknown, prejudice, racism.

v People, in urban cities, tend to lose their touch with nature. This results in
anxiety and depression. Our city needs more parks, enabling people to relax
from everyday problems that are created due to the economic recession.

v' A sense of community. What’s missing is real communication between the
various groups found in the city. Even though this is exciting, there is often no
contact with one another.

v" Maybe more cafes with performances of live music (jazz, blues etc.), or music
concerts, but I don’t know if they’re already there, since I'm an Erasmus
student. I also would like a big park or a shopping area just for pedestrians,
without traffic.

v' Maybe it would be cool if there were more concerts of alternative music, or
pubs and bars with live music, but not necessarily with traditional Greek
music.



v

v

More public libraries, more places suitable for reading your book and enjoying
your tea, more volunteering programmes, desks spread throughout the city.

An urban environment surely facilitates career opportunities, but the pace of
living that is created in such an environment tends usually to create stress and
anxiety. More recreational activities, such as sports centres, or music and
theatre groups, would be meaningful in order to get citizens involved in the
cultural life of the city and to promote a way to alleviate stress.

It’s not the events that are missing. It’s the information that is missing. People
have to know when and where an event is going to take place. Either from the
Internet or from posters.



COMMUNITY QUESTION II

» Cities are the manifestation of the ideas of the people who live in
them. If this were really the case, then citizens should take an
active role at least in their neighborhoods. How would that be
materialized? Please provide suggestions.

COMMUNITY RESPONSES

v People could really make a difference in the cities if they want to. By
developing, us and our children, an environmental consciousness we can adapt
a different way of thinking. Also experts could find easy eco- friendly ways to
reduce pollution and garbage production while, at the same time, improve our
lives in our urban environment. This implies sponsorship from the government
or the public services but it could be easily accomplished if private companies
co- operated too.

v" To begin with, it would be nice if our city was clearer than it is. To achieve
this, total authorities should organize teams which will collect rubbish from
streets, from bins and from places which the public has access to, such as
playgrounds, schools and universities.

v" Citizens’ active participation in their neighborhood is a necessity these days,
especially in big cities where alienation prevails. What citizens can do?

- Take responsibilities as regards people who are in need ( food, clothing, etc)

- Take responsibility of keeping the environment clean by recycling rubbish

- Organize festivals in order to offer entertainment and joy.

v' It s true that cities represent to a great extent the quality of the people also live
in them. I personally think that citizens who would like to be active should
participate in the decisions of their neighborhood, get informed about local
activities, and organize multicultural events, such as concerts, bazaars, charity
gatherings, educational seminars and so on.

v" Citizens should actively participate in the different political gatherings related
to their towns. They should be able to express their opinions for various
matters and also suggest solutions on many urban problems. Citizens are the
center of their cities, in other words they are the cities, because without them
cities would not be possible to be organized. So, citizens should take a more
active role in order to have a more balanced way of life.



COMMUNITY QUESTION III

»> To what extent the city you live in shapes and determines your life
choices? What makes you feel 'at home'? What would you change
in your city or neighborhood so as to make it more 'home'
friendly?

COMMUNITY RESPONSES

v" Being an undergraduate student, I was obliged to leave behind my home town.
At first, I was overwhelmed with uncertainty, afraid that I would not be able to
sustain my former lifestyle. However, I realized that such a change of
environment was not an equivalent of confinement rather than a direction to
new opportunities. Growing up in a small town, I did not have the ability to
access activities that would broaden my horizons, or even entertain me. In
Thessaloniki, I found a place.

v" Thessaloniki in my opinion is an amazing city. If you had asked me if I would
choose to live here a few years ago, the answer would be ‘no’ because I used
to believe that big cities are just noisy and tiring. I was wrong. Thessaloniki
makes me feel at home and what I love about it is the sea, all the different
people I get to meet every day and the old beautiful buildings. Unfortunately,
the sea is so dirty that you can’t come really close because it smells badly and
I wish I could do something for that. Thessaloniki is a really beautiful city but
no one seems to respect that. If I could change something that would be
cleaning all the streets and make it more safe at night.

v Thessaloniki has always been my dream city and I definitely don’t regret
being here. I feel free to walk in the streets at night and I have everything |
want at anytime. [ also love the fact that Thessaloniki has its own history,
which everyone can see during a single walk downtown. Furthermore, people
are friendly and polite (most of the time). Unfortunately, I can’t tell that I feel
‘at home’ here because I still don’t have strong relationships with people here.
Last but not least, the only thing that I would change in my city is the cleaning
services.

v’ Thessaloniki is the place that I have chosen to live my dream, to study what I
really want. I really like the place, the people; but things are different in our
days with the crisis and the financial problems that the country is facing.
Everything has changed; you can see people living in the streets, collecting
food and other things from the rubbish trying to survive. There are many
homeless people and the criminal rate has increased a lot. That makes me feel
worried and most of the times not safe, especially at night. If I had the chance
I would change that; I would build hospitals and shelters for people who really
need them. However, Thessaloniki is a place that I really love. It makes me
feel at home because of the people; they are friendly and kind and because of
the place that in my opinion is really beautiful. It also reminds me of my
country.



v" 1 think that almost everybody would agree that Thessaloniki is one of the most
beautiful cities in Greece. It combines history with modern culture. Citizens
and tourists are given the opportunity to visit the historical sights, museums,
but at the same time they can enjoy themselves by having a drink at the local
cafes or restaurants. But what makes Thessaloniki also beautiful is that there
are also many cultural events that people can attend. For us youngsters, I think
it is a great experience to live in this city as it determines our life choices, such
as our education.

v' Twelve years ago this city was my home. I lived the first years of my life here
and I think I was very happy. I had to leave though but I always wanted to be
in Thessaloniki again. So now thanks to my university studies I am back.
Many things have changed and I am no longer a child. As a young adult I
believe that Thessaloniki is an abandoned pile of buildings that looks like trash
from far away. But if you look closer you’ll find out that it’s one of a kind.
There might be crimes taking place and the city might be a little dirty but
never judge by just the appearance! I think this is the city of my childhood and
it will always remind me of happy moments. I will always love Thessaloniki
as my home and will never leave it.

v" The city I live, Thessaloniki, satisfies my desires to a big extent because there
are many things to do. There are many shops, places to hang out, theaters,
exhibitions, concerts and other cultural events. I like living in Thessaloniki
and it makes me feel like I am at home because local people are friendly too.
However, I would change quite a few things. The rubbish on the road bothers
me, so | would like more cleaning. It would be perfect to establish buildings
for poor and homeless people considering that they sleep on the streets, even
at night. When I come back home late at night I am a little afraid because there
are several dangerous people, such as drunkards, junkies and drug dealers and
thieves. I would the police to work better because we all want to live in a safe
city.

v' I’ve always thought of Thessaloniki as a great city and now that I actually
have the chance to live in it I feel really happy. Coming from a small town |
consider Thessaloniki as a city which provides me with many opportunities to
educate and entertain myself. The city has important historical sights and one
can attend many interesting projects regarding a wide variety of subjects. But
a big city remains a big city and so it’s very difficult to feel ‘at home.” People
are distant because that’s what a big city has turned them into. So it’s quite
difficult to feel ‘at home’ in such a big city.

v" Personally speaking, the city in which a person lives possesses a determinate
role in the formation of his/her character and life choices. More precisely, |
live in Thessaloniki during this period of my life and I could say that I do not
feel incorporated into this new “society” yet. Undoubtedly, there is a high risk
of being involved in precarious situations, as inhabitants of this city are totally
foreign to me. As for the ways to help my city turn into a friendlier place, |
would like to see more plants such as colorful flowers. Additionally, I suggest
we are more interested in recycling so that the city stops being filthy.



v’ Thessaloniki, the city I live in, has determined my life choices. Growing up
here I had the chance to feel as if living both in a big city center but also in
small city miles away from the city center. I was never afraid of going out at
night as the crime rate was low. Unfortunately, the past few years things have
changed and various social, political and economical facts have resulted in
various phenomena which made anyone living here more cautious, if not
frightened. When I think of home I dream of a city which has the
characteristics of a big town in a small city. There, people are friendly but you
still get a glimpse of how living in a big city is. Changes, though, need to be
done in Thessaloniki so as to recover to its past form. Social care needs to be
given to these in need of it and measures are to be taken in order to restore the
city’s safety.

v' It makes sense that the city which we inhabit actually determines our choices.
In such a big city we don’t really feel free. I can’t go home alone after
midnight; for example, they keep saying “it is not safe for a girl.” Even though
criminality increases as the city gets bigger and even though there is no safety,
a big city offers you too many options. If you love ballet, you can go and see
ballet. If you love painting, there are lots of exhibitions taking place
throughout the year. In this way, the city covers all of your interests, even if
they are weird or specialized. It’s like there are two aspects of the same coin.
As far as “feeling at home” is concerned, I think that people make you feel
that way. If neighbors are kind to you, you will feel more comfortable. I would
say that people have to get closer so as to boost the home “friendly” feeling
through events or volunteer works to help each other; so the feeling that “you
are not alone; you are not lost in the city” will be developed.

v' 1 personally believe that Thessaloniki is full of opportunities and generally
there are many things to do. For example you can learn foreign languages,
watch movies, attend theaters or exhibitions. This city really makes you feel
‘at home’ because you always have something to do and as a result you never
get bored. However, there is room for improvement. For instance, we can
plant some trees or flowers in order to make our city more ‘green’ and as a
result friendlier.

v I am not from Thessaloniki. I came here for my studies, but I can say that I
feel like it is my home. The sea, the streets, and the cafes give me the sense
that [ am in my town. Moreover, there are some problems like rubbish. Also, I
don’t feel secure to walk after midnight. I also have a big problem when there
are no buses because I can’t get to the university.

v' Thessaloniki is a big city, offering many opportunities for someone, but
somehow confines us as well. For instance, in order for someone to go to the
university, to the city center or anywhere else, she/he has to go by bus, buying
constantly tickets, whereas in my hometown I used to go everywhere on foot.
Subsequently, it is sort of annoying. However, there are moments when I feel
‘at home,” especially when I am with my friends and hang out to the harbor,
where I can relax by observing the sea. There is one thing, though, that I
would like to change. I hope that the streets will be cleaned from all the
rubbish and dirt by the citizens.



v’ Thessaloniki, being my hometown, is the place where I feel safer, meaning
that there is no chance to get lost. In comparison to other cities, Thessaloniki is
quite small; still, there is always something new to discover. Of course, like
every other city, it is considered dangerous up to a degree. The phenomenon
has become worse the last five years. Homeless people are seen wandering
around at night and this is a sad sight. Thessaloniki could be one of the most
magnificent cities but the abandoned environment, the traffic jam and the very
few opportunities of finding a job end up making Thessaloniki not the ideal
city that it could be.

v’ The physical landscape that surrounds us clearly influences the way we live. A
nice, clear and peaceful atmosphere, with friendly people, would surely be
important so as to have a suitable daily routine. As far as Thessaloniki is
concerned, the size of this city influences my way of life since I was used to
live in a smaller city. The distances are long, people do not know each other
and as a result newcomers in this city may find this ambiance hostile in the
beginning. However, Thessaloniki also includes physical beauty combined
with civilization because of its long history. Personally, I enjoy walking in the
small streets and sightsee on my own. This is what makes me feel at home.
Apart from having a large population, some parts of this city still maintain the
tradition. In some neighborhoods, people know each other and communicate.
Still, I would like to be able to help homeless people who are now getting
more and more because of the economical crisis. I would like to find a shelter
for them and protect them not only from physical dangers, such as the weather
conditions, but also from the indiscreetness of other people.

v" The city where a person lives is a major factor which affects her/his life. To
begin with, in a big city someone can have more opportunities of occupation,
rather than in a smaller one. This is a basic reason why I chose to study in
Thessaloniki. For the time being, I study in the university and I would say I
am quite satisfied by the lessons and the tutors. However, I am very
disappointed with the hygiene on campus. The conditions under which lessons
are taught are totally unacceptable. There huge amounts of garbage
everywhere. The smell is horrible and our health is at great risk. It would
certainly feel more ‘like home’ if the conditions were better. I am not asking
for miracles here; I just expect my basic rights as a human being to be
respected.



COMMUNITY QUESTION IV

» Imagine some creative interventions that you would perform on the city
landscape to make it more appealing and/or eco-friendly.

COMMUNITY RESPONSES

v’ First of all, I think our city needs to be cleared from all the garbage that’s
lying around. I don’t think it is such an appealing sight, so a lot of work has to
be done in this domain. Furthermore, I would really like it if there were more
spots in the city, such as parks, where young people can express their
creativity in any way they like.

v Usage of university’s garbage as a means of creating art through exhibitions
and public events. More recycling projects. Playgrounds, parks in the campus
open to the public. Taking part in various projects is important and I am very
disappointed that people only do voluntary work when they are constantly
reminded of this! What is needed is self awareness and personal responsibility.

v’ There are many beautiful buildings and open spaces in the campus that are full
with garbage right now. Therefore a nice idea would be to clean AUTH by
group work (if of course the students could rise about the political implications
that are at hand).

v An idea in order to make the city landscape more appealing and eco-friendly is
to create more parks. Instead of building a mall we can take advantage of this
place and plant trees, flowers and give to the people of the city an opportunity
to escape from routine and take a walk. In this way we help the environment
too.

v' 1 think that the first thing that should be done is planting more trees. People
need to see “green” around them (so as to feel closer to nature) instead of the
depressing grey prevailing in the city. In addition, I would like to see flowers
decorating blocks of flats, squares and public buildings.

v Something that doesn’t make the city appealing is rubbish on the streets. So I
would place many small recycling bins around the city, because a clean city is
also appealing.

v The bus stops should not be as close to each other as they are now. This way
maybe the traffic problem will be relieved a little bit. For example the stops at
Aristotelous and Mitropolitou Gennadiou are too close to one another. Not
necessary. People can walk. We should learn to walk because nowadays we
have forgotten it and we’re just sitting all day long.

v" Evacuate spaces to transform then into parks. Organize exhibition in the city
centre, concerning the landscape transformation and so activate people to
minimize pollution. Construct more bicycle paths as well as leave much space



for recycling beans. Urge paint the walls of old block of flats in order to give
the city a brighter outlook.

Many kiosks could be created all around the city that would be able to give
tourists proper information about the city and guide them through all the
important places. Also, we as students of the university should form small
groups and clean the city or even plant flowers in places where there is no
beauty at all.

It would be a great idea to create groups of people that would organize
cleaning actions in different areas of the city.

Create more parks especially in the center of the city. In the area of
Thermaikos bay near Macedonia Palace which right now 1is being
reconstructed, it would be appealing the planting of more trees. I would pull
down all the useless buildings which are mostly located in the center of the
city, west side, and I would replace them with gardens and parks. It would also
be eco-friendly the construction of an educational eco park where citizens can
be informed about the potential improvements in the city’s landscape.

Change the city lights and create better / more romantic atmosphere in the
narrow streets. Plant trees and flowers in historic places, near monuments.
Create outdoor meeting places, where students will gather and talk, play the
guitar, sing songs and take part in activities. Construct statues from eco-
friendly materials (wood, recycled paper) and put them in crowded places,
where people are continuously walking by. Redecorate the city’s oldest and
most recognizable buildings with modern paintings and constructions. Start
organizing bug street walks with lots of activities.



COMMUNITY QUESTION V

» If you could transform any areas in Thessaloniki into green zones-park
zones, where would those be and why? Do you think it is important that
more parks should be created in Thessaloniki? If yes, for what reason(s)?

COMMUNITY RESPONSES

v Twould like to transform the central part of the city. Because I feel that it is
really crowded. Yes, Thessaloniki definitely needs more parks because I think
that children don’t have a place to play.

v 1 would transform the area of the White Tower & especially the one towards
the port. It is not bad as it is but I would rather it was greener and less café-bar
oriented. The way it is now people can take walks along the port but it would
be even better if it was friendlier to jog or do other activities. More parks have
to be created in order to encourage people of all ages to exit their flats in
Thessaloniki & get fresh air as well as exercise more often than they do now.

v’ First of all, I believe that the city centre of Thessaloniki (from X.A.N.O. to
Awaotipila area) should be turned into green zones-park-zones. Tsimiski
street should become a street only for bicycles, buses and pedestrians. Traffic
circulation through Egnatia street and Leoforos Nokis street. In my opinion I
believe that more parks should be created in order to slow down the pollution
that degrades the atmosphere in Thessaloniki.

v Tevikd, 610 avatolkd tunpe g @eccolovikng unopei vo GuVavTHoEt
KOVELS, €1T€ 0TOVG YDPOVG TOV TOAVKATOIKIAV, £1T€ £EM amd 0V TOVS, APKETES
«mpdowves yoviegy. To 1010, Op®C, MOTEH® TWG OV 1GYVEL Y10 TO OVTIKO
KOppdtt TG TOANG. Ot 1d1mTikol kNmot ko To Snpdcia Tépka eitvar eAdyioTa.
'V awtd 10 Ady0 ToTEL® TG B NTaY KAAVTEPO Va dnovpynBovdv xdpot
npacivov Kupimg ot Avtikn ®sscarovikn (Eboopog, Kopdeitd kot adrov),
vt eket vapyel peyahvTepn EAAELYN, KaTapyds, Kot ETELTA, YioTi TO
npdotvo ypmpatilel kot opopeaivel kdbe cuyypovn ykpilo TOAN.

v I believe that there should be more parks in Thessaloniki, because it would be
nice to have places that make our city more beautiful, with trees and flowers
that make our lives more colorful. We could all then take walks and children
could play safely in a natural environment, rather than stay in the apartments.
Our campus should be one of the places to take care of, since we spend a lot of
our time there. A nice part by the sea would be a good idea for walks, or any
other place that needs more color and positive energy!!!

v" 1 would transform areas in the centre, like Aristotelous or Kamara / Rotonta.
They are highly popular areas, while there is the space for green zones, which
is now full of cement. Also the idea of monuments being inside the green zone
blends history with the city landscape. Thessaloniki is a rather ugly city in
this respect. It is full of cement, and since the architecture of most modern
buildings is pretty bad; having more parks would give the citizens the chance



to breathe, while it would make the city more colorful, natural, beautiful and
humane.

Oewpd T®G M TEPLOYN TOV KEVTPOL TG TOANG Oa Empene v petatpanel o
npdotvn Lovn Kabdg emiong kol 1 Tapaiio, OGTE va eivol TPOGITH Ko
EVYAPLOTT TOGO Y10 TOVG KATOTKOVS, OGO Ko Y10 TOLg Tovpiotes. Emiong og
k&Be meproyn onwg Tovuma, Xaptrdov, Ave IToOAN, kKo GAlec Oa Empene va
VIApYEL Tapopota LoV, MOTE Vo PEATIOVETOL Kot TO PloTiKO eminedo Tmv
KaToikwv Toug e BOATEC ota TapKa, Kol eBelovTiond. Oa Enpene va
INpovpyNBovV TEPIGGOTEPQ TAPKO Kol VoL 0pyaveBovv pe BAon 1o Kovod
ToLG. AnAadn mhpka Yo Cda, yio wodid Kot kamwota Oepatikd. Me avtov Tov
TPOTO dleVKOAVVETOL 1) (N TOV avOpOT®V, £PYOVTOL TTLO KOVTH GE OTAd
TPAyHaTo Kot 6T U1, Kafdg kot dvOpmmol ikpotepwv NAKIOV o
ATTOAOVGOVV TO T VIOl GE EEMTEPIKO YMDPO.

Several areas in Thessaloniki should be transformed, in my opinion. I would
like to see the area of “Kamara” transformed into green zones-park zones,
since I think the area has been urbanized to the extent that it has started to lose
the beauty. Too many citizens, too many cars, all these make the area dull. A
green area, however, would offer beauty to the vicinity and freshness as well
as health. Of course I think it is important that more parks should be created.
Beauty, joy, freshness, health, better life are amongst the things that nature
offers. Being close to nature enhances our humanity.

Agv Ba Beha vo LeTATPEY® POVO 0L GUYKEKPLILEVT TEPLOYN OE TAPKO.
[Tiotevm Ot Ba Enpene 6e OAOKANPN TNV TOAN VO LITAPYOLV TAPKO PIKPNG
éxtaonc, apkel va elval pikpn n andctact mov ta ywpilet. Noin
Oeocalovikn yperaleTon TEPIGGOTEPO TAPKA/YDPOL TPAGIVOL GTNV TOAN elvan
TOAD PEYAAQ KO TTOAD LOKPLE 00 KATOLEG TEPLOYES (.. 1) ATOCTACN TNG
Tovurog and v N. [aporia) dote ToALOL KdTOUKOL VO PNV €Y0VV TPOGPOoN
o€ TETOW0L PEPM Kol vaL Eivon cuveXDS HEGa o€ Eva aoTikO TePIPAaAlov. Avtd
nov ypetdletor n wOAN ivor TOAAL pikpd mdpka yro va eEapaviletal autn 1
aiocOnon tov To1évTOoL.

Eivat: AtoOntcol Adyot (méipko- xdpot avamavong, TEPICCOTEPO TPAGIVO —
KkaBapr| atpoceapa). Ave [16An, ota kKaotpa. Avtikny Oescoarovikn (?) ITo
ONUOVTIKY Bempd TV oVATAACT)/S10THPNGT T®V NN VTOPYOVIOV YDPMV
TPOGIVOL TOV TOPAUELOVVTAL.

O kaBpéntng g mOANG etvar To KEVTPO TG, omoTE Bewpd OTL B MTaLy
KOAOTEPO VAL Yivouv aAAayég og meEPLoyES ToL KEVTpov. Edikotepa, otnv
nepoyn Tov Bapddapn o té€tota adiayn Oa oy ToAd oeéiun, yoti
MOTEV® MG EVAL [0 LOVVTN TTEPLOYT KO EWOIKOTEPA LLE TA EPYOL TOL HETPO M
Kotdotoon Exel Yepotepiyel. Ocwp®d TS 6TNV OEGCALOVIKT VTAPYOLY
nepliopro va dSnpovpyndovv ki dAla tdpka. Oa frav Told wpaio va
ONUovpyoLVTAY HEYAAN TAPKA LLE XDPOLS OTov Ba pmopovcay va kdbovrot
TOAAOL GUUTOAITEG OGS KO VOL TEPVOVV TO XPOVO TOVG ekEl. AAA®GTE, GTNV
emoyM| Lo 0oL ot puBuoi Long £xovv yivel TOAD KOLVPAGTIKOL, TETOL0V £100VG
d1EE0B01 givar TOAD yprGLLOoL.



Kvpiong oto kévipo, 6mov meptocdtepol AvOpwmotl Hropovv va Tacovy aAAd
Kot yoti O ddoet po Tvomn mpacivov oty moAn. Eival onpovtikd yotin
O Teivel va KatakAvletal and Ktipla Kot otkodouéc. Eivar onuovtikd t16co
Y1oL T0L TOdLE OGO KO Y10l EVITALKEG.

It is important that more parks are created in Thessaloniki because it would
immensely improve the city’s aesthetics as well as its inhabitants’ mood and
psychology. Green areas are always welcome in any city especially a large
one. Health reasons are also of great importance. With all the pollution
existing in cities it would be really nice to have at least some areas to relax and
enjoy nature.

I would transform some areas in West Thessaloniki & specifically from the
area of the Train Station & Further, because these areas are the ugliest,
filthiest & oldest areas in West Thessaloniki. Yes, of course. Thessaloniki is
full of cement & parks would make her more appealing to her inhabitants &
tourists as well.

As a student in Thessaloniki I mainly spend my time around the city centre or
the campus area. [ suppose that the city has many beautiful parks, but they are
abandoned almost left to “die”. So, I believe that unless something is done
with the already existing parks, no more parks should be constructed. People
of Thessaloniki improve the image of your parks and then make your city
more beautiful by adding more.

[No mdpxa dev EEpm, aAAE TEPLoGOTEPQ TTOYKAKLIA YPELONACTE Glyovpa. e
duapopa onueia e mOANC. Towg Ko kavéva Kookt dtav Ppéxet kabag Beg va
mag po POATO Kot dev EYXEIC AEPTA Y10 KAPETEPLAL.

Eivai mold onpovtikd va dnpiovpynBovv mepiosodtepa mépKa 6T
®eococalovikn Yo AOYovs vyeiag, aoONTIKNG, KOt TO TO GNUOVTIKO, Yol
neptParloviikong Adyovc. [1épa amd to y0og TS HEYAAOVTOANG, 0G VILAPYOVY
YDPOL OTMG TO TAPKO, TOV KAVEIG UTOPEL VAL TTAEL Y10 VO VIDGEL OLLOPPO. KO VOL
avamvevoel KaBapod aépa. Ztn mhateio Ayiog Zogiog aAld kou 1 TAaTeio
Elevbepiag (Beviléhov) Moym peyding éxtaong 0o pmopovoay va yivoovv
npacveg LOVES.

H Ogooarovikn €xet évav emapkn apOpd ndpkov kpivovtag an’ to yeyovog
ot glvan po peyodovmoAn kou o€ avtifeon pe v Adnva. BéBara, etvan
onNUavTiKO va onpovpynfodv Kot Ao mhpka kabmg 1 £KTAoT TG vt
peyaan. Emiong, ta ndpka Oa emtpéyouv e OAovg va EpBovv ce emapn Le ™
@VOo™ péca amd OpacTNPLOTNTES, OTMS TO TOONANTO Kol GAAA.

H mapaiio 1 onoia givat vd katackevn €d® kot 1 ypdvo Ba propovoe va
petatpomnel og mhprko 6mov B HToPoVLGAV VA VILAPYOVY TOAAN TOYKAKLY OAAG
Kot y®pot 018.popwv aBANTIKAOV Ko P OpacTnploTTOV OTMS aKPP®G
vrdpyel Kot otn véa moapaiio kovtd oty meployn Maptiov. Gvcikd kKot Oa
EMPETE VAL VILAPYOVY TEPIGGOTEPA TAPKO EOIKA GE [0 TEPLOYN OTMG M
Beoocarovikn 6mov To KAMpa givat opKeTE LOAVGUEVO.



Yes, more parks can be constructed and trees planted in the city centre, if
wider pavements existed.

More central areas should be turned into green/park zones, so as for the
citizens to have a better quality of life. Parks are a source of oxygen, so there
should be created more of them in Thessaloniki, instead of huge blocks of
flats.

Oa éleya To TN TG AplototéAovg amd v Eyvartia kot mévo yoti givor
éva TOAD KeVTPIKO onUelo TG TOANG Kot 1] £KTOON Elval OPKETA LEYAAT DOTE
va dnpovpyn el évag xdpog pe mpdovo. ITictevw 6t Ba Empene va
dNpovpyNBovV mapamdve TAPKH TNV TOAN Y1OTL 01 AVOLYTOL XMPOL TOV
umopel va kabicel 1§ vo amacyoAnfodv ta pukpd mondid etvon
KOKOOTNPNUEVOL KO TO TPAGIVO TNG TOANG gV eMapKEl G GYEoN |LE TO

Babuod e poAvveNg ™S ATUOSPOLPOG.

In Olympiados and Kassandrou because they were once beautiful but now are
depressing. Yes because of hygiene improvement for our health and our senses
that have now blocked nature out.

It would be nice to create them down-town. Thessaloniki is so grey it would
be perfect to have some parks in Toumba, Charilaou, Triandria etc. We need
something beautiful in the grayness of our city. It is very important, as it
would be an escape, a source of power and inspiration.

They would be downtown since the atmosphere is suffocating. I think that the
centre part of our town needs a big park. Thank God we have the sea to
breath!

The International Fair Trade of Thessaloniki. It is a vast area and in the center
of the city so many people will have access to it.

®a NTov 670 KEVTPO TGS BeGGaAOVIKNG, VOl KOUUATL {0MS KOVIA GTNV
Koapdpa and 6mov 6A01 tepvave Kadnpepvd kot Bo vmpye n dSvvatdtnta v
dNpovpyNBovv Kévipa avayvyns 0mov icmg 6Aot Ba propovcay vo
EMOKEPTOVV, OTMC KOl TNV TapaAio Tov eivon kateotpappévn. Kabaog £xet
LEYOAO QLGIKO TAOVTO Kol amotelel mapaboidcoio TOAN TPENEL VoL EDVONGEL
v avartuén tov green parks.

Oa enédeya v Potovra yroti etvon £va onpeio cuvavinong ToAA®Y QolTnTdV
Kot Oemp®d 0Tt elvar aveKpeTdAlevTo. Ziyovpa var! Mdovo kot 1 oy kot 1
eEotepikn epedvion Ponbdel otnv KaAvTEPN d1dbeom.

I would choose the former military base of Pavlou Mela (Stavroupoli) and
Strempenioti (Efkarpia) for which nothing is being done at the moment. They
are really big and their transformation into green spaces would be a real oasis
for people who live around the neighborhood.



V' Oa enéleyo ToV YdPO TOL TaVETIGTNUIOL Kot dXa o oyoeia, yioti Osmpd Ot
elvatl oA onuavTiKOc mapdyovtag mov enxnpedlel TV youyoroyio 6Awv. Nat,
vt Ba yivel o dpopen 1 TOAN Kot {0MG «OVAYKOGTOVUE» VO GEBUGTOVUE TO
QLO1KO TEPIPAALOV.



COMMUNITY QUESTIONS VI

>

Ava@épetar 2 mievpés (o etk Kot po apvnTiky) ané v {on otnyv
noAn. Ilpoteivere 1 Adon Yo TNV apvnTIKY] TAEVPA.

COMMUNITY RESPONSES

v

What I really love about Thessaloniki is all those big and small squares, those
patches of green that you can see anywhere. You don’t expect them, you don’t
know even that they exist and it’s a piece of hope and optimism that creates an
antithesis with all these grey buildings. The thing that I dislike is all these
rubbish in the same small squares. Rubbish is everywhere, no one respects the
pieces of nature in a big city, and the thing that drives me mad is that one can
see rubbish exactly next to the rubbish bin. I feel that none lets the
environment breathe. ..

Mov apéoet: H 0dAacca. Agv pov apéoct: [Tov eivar Oda Bpdpka (ckovmida)
Kol BavooMopéva (graffiti). Advon: Tleprocdtepot epyaldpevol 6tov Topéa TG
kaBapromrag. [Mowég yia mapapdreg mov va woyvovv! “Creative Outlets” yia
ToVG emid0EOVE OV EKTOVAOVOVTAL YWPig EAeyyo/Opra. Tlepuroinon mpacivov
Yo TEPIOGHTEPT) EUTVEVOT-KIVITPO VO GEPAGTOVV TOV YDPO.

Kdtt 10 a&oBadpoacto og avt v TOAN ivar o TOG0 TOAAE pmopel va Gov
dmoel amd dmoyn TOMTICWKN (exkdnAmoelg, events, 0EaTpo) KOl KOWMOVIKN
(draoKédaon KAT.) aAld kol 0Tt  TpdsPacn o€ avtd To onueion gival TOAD
eOKoAN. Zuvdvdlel Aomdv TOALEG OpacTNPIOTNTES Kol Lo divel TNV gvkoapio
Vo GUUUETAGYOVUE GE VTEG TOAD €0KOA. ATO TV GAAN OU®G NG Aginel TO
oLALOYIKO TTveba Kot 1 dtafeon Yo va emtevyBel avt n Tpoomdbeia akoUn
gvkolOTepa. Solution: group work, e0eAovVTIGHOG.

H ®eccarovikn €xer mavépopea pépn onwg o Agvkog IMoupyoc kot n Néa
[Maporia. Ta payalid kKo n voytepvy (o1 eivar WWaviKy Kuplwg Yoo gortnTés.
To peovékmpa gtvar 1 TANBOpA AVTOKIVATOV Kot Kovcaepiov dnwg emiong
Kol 1 pUTOVen Tov Oeppaikod. Kaiod Ba ftav cav Avon va aAhdEovv kdmoiot
dpopotl oe peydAovg melOOPOLOVS KOl VL VITAPYOLY KATOL TPOGTIUO Yo TN
pOmavon.

Oetko: Yrhpyovv ot mpobmoBEcel Yo ToAAEG dpacTNPLOTNTES, EKONAMGCELS,
EVNUEPOTIKG TPOYPAUUOTO, €KOECES TOL OTOXEVOVY OTNV  eKTMOidELON,
uopewon ko evepyn Lon. Kot puowd, eivar o méAn mwov teivel mpog v
TOAD-TOMTICUIKOTNTA, OV KOl 0popd KATOwo TAEVPA TNG. ApynTikd: YTapyet
KOWOVIKOG dtoymptopdc. Avom: Opydavmon cepvapiov Kol ekONADCEDV UE
Bépa ) dapopeTIKOTNTO.

Oetcd ¢ noANG: [16An mov mepmateital, dev ybveton Kovelg, ebkoro vo v
eEepeLVNOELS, €XEL OLUPOPETIKEG OYELG TOV GE KAveL va &xelg v aicnon,
KéOe @opd, 0Tt gioor KAmOL JSEopPeTKd. ApvnTiKd ™G TOANG: OYL TOAD
npdotvo. Avorn mpoPAnpotog: Alopydvoon cepvVOpiov Yyl EVNUEP®ON,
CUUUETOYN OYoAelmv 00TOC MOTE Ol PoONTég va QUTEDOLV GCLYVOTEPQ,
«IIpdoivn Osccarovikny.



v Oetikd: A®pedv GLUUETOY KOl TOPAKOAOVONCT OPKETOV EKINADGEMV.
Apvntikd: Eletyelg o eminedo yopwv kaAMtexvikng EKkppaons (dmpedv 1M
€0TM UE HEWMUEVT] OIKOVOULKY] GUVOPOUN) Kot TOPAAANA EAAEWYN TOIKIALOG
o€ eMnEd0 AoYOMMV e KaAMTEXVIKOVS TOUELS (T.y. KovkA0BEaTPpO, Beatpiiég
oxoAéc KTA.). Avom: Ackmnon mieong o€ kKAmolovg popeic mov Bo propovcay
VO TPOGPEPOVV AVTES TIG OPOCSTNPLOTNTEG KOl TOVS XDPOoVG. NEEG mpoTdoElg
amd TOVG TOALTEG TTPOG TO SN0 Kot AAALOVG POPELS.

v" 1 feel that the most positive aspect of Thessaloniki is its multiculturalism and
hospitality. It is a place where many civilizations meet and everybody feels at
home. What is more, I like the fact that there are many options for outgoing
and many forms of entertainment which cover all styles. What I don’t like
about Thessaloniki is that both the people and the authorities don’t respect this
place. The main problem has been the garbage not only in streets but also in
the Thermaikos sea. I believe, thus, that that it is necessary for authorities to
take action to clean the city and enhance people’s awareness of their
responsibility towards the city they live in.



COMMUNITY QUESTION VII

» Could you mention the most important reason/problem of Thessaloniki
that would prevent a visitor from coming to the city? Could you suggest a
solution?

COMMUNITY RESPONSES

v' Traffic maybe, the “impossibility” of finding a parking lot, especially in the
city centre. Solution: use of public transportation but with cheaper tickets.

v At present, the most important problem of the city is lack of cleanliness and
hygiene. This is, for now, can be considered as the most important reason that
would prevent a visitor from coming to the city. The solution would be
cleaning up the city.

v Traffic — Remove the cars from the pavements and pedestrian areas. Stop
motorbikes riding on the pavements.

v’ Garbage in streets, burglars in streets.
v’ Thessaloniki is a historical city that unfortunately faces problems with

transport (occasionally) and litter. The city could change dramatically if this
was fixed and tourism could be boosted.



COMMUNITY QUESTION VIII

>

It’s often said that knowing one’s past, it’s easier to understand and
appreciate one’s present. In what ways can young people raise awareness
of Thessaloniki’s past history? What Kkind of actions could be organized?
Please provide your own suggestions.

COMMUNITY RESPONSES

v

I absolutely agree with the statement! Most young people living in
Thessaloniki are not fully aware of the city’s multicultural past, so it would be
a good idea to organize more events about its history. City walks and
screenings would be quite effective.

Cultural clubs discussing different historical events.
The city needs to reclaim its Ottoman Past!

Various processions can be arranged to let the youth know the history of
Thessaloniki.

Visit all the monuments of the city (there are a lot!) as well as the museums. I
also love looking at photos of how the city used to be some decades ago, so
there might be a photo gallery or an exhibition of such photos or drawings so
that more people could see the changes throughout the ages.

It is not a matter of young people. It mainly has to do with official policy.
Who has any memory of 90.000 Jews of Thessaloniki? The institution that we
all take part in, the Aristotle Uni, is built on the Jewish Cemetery.

Organize walks & visits throughout the city, make people aware of the rich
history (ruins, churches, ...) + role play (imagine you’re living during the
roman/byzantine period).



COMMUNITY QUESTION IX

» Take a minute and step into the shoes of a black immigrant carrying all
those bags filled with different selling objects (watches, CDs, DVDs, even
walking shoes). How does Thessaloniki seem from his perspective? Do you
think he makes a difference in this city? How? And in what way?

COMMUNITY RESPONSES

v Ot petavioTtec 6iyovpo. amoTeAoVV KoOMUEPVO QaIVOUEVO GTNV TOAN LOC.
Kotd ™ yvopun pov €yovv yiver mor €va KOUUATL, 1 OAMOG €Youvv
evoopatwdel oty eikova ¢ Oeocoalovikng. Zto pdtio Toug N Oeccarovikn
etvat 0 TOmog emPimwong Tovg, 660 okAnpn Kl av eivol avt. Xiyovpa dev £xovv
devTEPN EMAOYY, OAAD KOl TO TOPEUTOPLO TPEMEL KATOLOL OTIYUN Vo
otopatost. (enough is enough). 'Eva dAlo mpdowmo tng mOANG TpoPaiieTon
4Beld Tovg KL ABeAd poc. Amd TNV GAAN HEPLd, T PATCLOTIKE) GUUTEPIPOPE
anévavti Toug povo delypa moMtiopov dev eival. H @gocalovikn dev givot
avePacpévn ota pdtio Tovg, Oyl amd AmoYN QUOIKNG OUOPPLAC, OAAL OTo
dmoyn GLUTEPLPOPLC.

v" Salonica is a port-city. Like port-cities, people always come and go. I will too
eventually. Just about when I make enough for the fare out of selling those
trinkets. I am an entrepreneur in my own right and Navarinou is my mall. I
meet with my countrymen to chat, remember home and maybe exchange
business ideas. I smile since it seems a good marketing strategy. Thank God,
people here smile back, even if they do not buy. Will Salonica miss me when
I’'m gone? Perhaps. She saw the survivor in me I’'m sure. And the merchant.
Port-cities always treasure merchants.

v H Ogocarovikn yioo autdv eivor pa evdiopépovoa TOAN and dmoyn 6T
aroterel éva kpapa AvatoAng kot Aveong. [Hoapdtt aviker otmv Evpomaikn
Kowomrta kot tv Evpwl®vn, 0 padpog HETaVASTNG OUmIGTM®VEL OTL 1| TOAN
éxet wkowd pe v matpida Tov. Kivnom otovg opdpove, Adtcareg
CLUTEPIPOPEG, N tpNnom vouwv, emkpatel 1 vootpomio «Kdave ot
yovotdpw». Avapotiétor o avBpomog avtdg ywuti ot ‘EAAnveg eivor 1600
TEUTEANOEG KOl KABOVTOL OTIC KOPETEPLEG OANUEPIS, TAPOUTOVIOVVTAL Yo TO
navta, Opmg oev dwutifevion va aAddEouv timota. O petavaotng dev TPEQEL
oefacpd yio autv v TOAN Yot akpPdg Tpocmadel Vo LOIIGEL GTIG OVTIKES
Kowmvieg yopig va amofdrietl o «avatoAitikey kMoé. Kanwg étotl Kot antdg
eMPLOVEL GE AVTO TO YAOG TEPYLEVOVTAG TNV EVKOLPia Vol TAEL GE oL KAADTEPT
xopa. H Oeccorovikn yw avtd dev eivar mapd poe cOvioun otdéon.
[Ipocwmikd Ba N0eha vo pabw mov Ppickel T0 EUTOPELLA TTOL TOVAAEL KOl TIG
JoLVIESEIS TOL Exel. OEA® VO GTOLOTNGEL TO TOPAVOUO EUTOPLO KoL O
petovaotng va yiver ‘EAAnvag moAitng, va ayamfost v EAAGdo kot va
TPOCPEPEL TNV KOWVOVIN ®OG IGOTIHO LEAOG TNG.

v" 1 think that from an immigrant’s point of view Thessaloniki represented the
city where he could find better conditions of living, which I assume was the
reason why he left his country. But he actually finds himself selling objects in
the street as his only way to make a living so he must be disappointed and



discouraged, especially because almost nobody buys his stuff, and he is
despised and found annoying by most people. I don’t think he makes a real
difference in this city, you can see him in the street but he doesn’t have a real
social status.

Ylyovpa pia TOAN cav T OeccoAOViKn, TOL QOiveTOL Lo TOAN UE KAmolo
OLKOVOLLKY] GVEST KOl TOpd TOVG KAlpoOS OV OVOOVUE HE HEYUADTEPY
OIKOVOUIKT] Aveon amd T 01KY| Tov Ympa. Elval Aoyikd kat kavel dtapopd otV
TOAY], 0QOL 0 aplBUdc Tovg Ta TeEAELTAi Ypdvia Exel awénbel apketd, yio o
AOyo O6tTL iowg amd exel mov MPOav dev LVANPYE TPOOTTIKN Yol SOVAELWH, N
OTMO10GONTOTE TPOTOG VO, BYAAOVY KATO0 YPTLATO.

Trying to imagine myself in a black immigrant’s shoes brought a sense of
sorrow and melancholy. It is not that I didn’t know their plight and what
hardships they go through, but I never really tried to 100% sympathize with
them. My guess is that to them Thessaloniki seems like a wide never-ending
road, which they must walk on by practically begging strangers to buy what
they sell. Would the city be different without them? That I can’t answer, for
sure. What I know is that they have become an integral part of this city, and
that slight, unconscious expectation may have influenced our mentality, even
our city’s cultural fagade, in the long run.

In my opinion most of the black immigrants come from places that have been
poverty and unemployment stricken. So probably they come in Greece and in
Thessaloniki for a better living. It’s really hard though because they cannot
find any other job except for selling products in the street. Maybe, they get
used to that kind of living really quickly but it has become really difficult and
dangerous for them the last three years due to the economic crisis in Greece as
well as due to the Police “chasing” of the “black market.” Their products are
cheaper, so many people buy them and frankly they’re quite good in quality. I
believe it could be better for them and for the consumers to give a receipt so as
to avoid the illegal trade. Overall, particularly I don’t bother so much and
actually I have bought many objects from black immigrants. They have to
survive. It’s better this way than selling drugs or been involved in illegal
activities in order to gain their “living”.

I think that in most cases Thessaloniki seems to him unfortunately a chaotic
place and not a shelter as many people treat him with disrespect. I also believe
that he makes the difference in this city, along with the other immigrants, but
unfortunately a few people notice him.

Katé ™ dwn pov dnoyn, n Oeccorovikn de Oa tov @aivetar 1660 dpopen
TOA OTwg o€ UG, Yot eivor avOpwmog ympig Ae@Td, ToL aveapTnTa e TIG
KOPIKEG GLVONKES, TNV YuyoAoyia TOv avaykdleTor va Bygl Kot vo, TOVANGEL
npdypata. Dvowkd kot kdvel ™ OPopd 6° avtn Vv TOAN. Extdg amd 10
yeYovog 0Tt glvar podpog, e TNV OkoyEVELD Tov pakpld Ba £xel kKot Tov eOfo
™G OKANPNG OVTILETMOTIONG ad TV Kowwvia. Ag Oa énpene 1 Kowovio va



TOUG OVTIUETOTILEL patoloTikd, Oa émpeme va €xel o peydAn oykoid yu
avtohg TOLg aVOpdOTOLE oL £ivol PacavicuEVol Ko TOALES POpPEG dlwyuévol
Ao TIC TATPIdEG TOVG, YTl av myavay Olo KaAd otn {on Tovg o¢ Ba NTov
OVTN TN OTIYUN LETAVAGTEG.

Ylyovpa 10 yeyovog OtL avaykalovior va Ppiokovtar 67 avthiv 1N 0éom,
ToTEL® OTL glvar TOAD dVOAPESTO Kot OV apécel oute ¢° avtovg. Hpbav edd
Y £voL KAAVTEPO HEAAOV, aALG Oev vouilm va (ovv avTtd Tov glyav QOVTOCTEL.
[liotevw mog n Oeoccaiovikn yU' avTovG, TOVG Oivel Glyovpa KOAVLTEPES
OKOVOUIKEG dvvatdTnTeS, O0AAG o€ kopio mepimtwon doev givor n I'm g
Enayyelioc. H dtapopd mov kdvouv ¢’ avtiv v TOAN givat katd KOpto AOyo
eBvikn, S10TL TPoEPYoVTOL OO SLAPOPETIKES KOVATOVPES Kot AALO TpOTO (mNG,
KaODG Kol OIKOVOUIKT), O10TL SNUIOVPYOVV TTEPICCOTEPO. KOWVOVIKE GTPDLOTOL.
Me Alya Aoy, dev motev® Ot {ouv To OveElpo ™G Long Tovg oA, 16mC, va
£XOVV KATO10 TEPICGOTEPA TPOVOLLAL 0T’ OTL AV EUEVOV GTN YDPO TOVC.

O1 Agpikavol petavaoteg otnv EALGda dev avtipetoniloviot akpBag pe
POTGIGHO 0AAG pe pa €100VG adtapopia, o oNUEIO TOL OV VTLAPYEL KAVEVQL
Kowo onueio otnv kadnueptvoOTNTA TOVG e TN dkid pog. K owto, oyt yroti
dev pog TAnotdlovv avtoi aAdd emedn dev Toug TAnclalovpe epeis. 'Exovrag
yYvopicel Tétola dTopa, £x® PydAiet To copmépacio 6Tt TaPOAO TOL LG
ovumafovve g Aad Kot £XOVV TIG KAAVTEPES TPOBECELS VOL LOG YVMOPIGOVVE,
dev Tovg divovpe epeig kapio sukoipio vo yivouv pHéAn g Kowvaoviog Hog.

Eyo 0o 0ela va o tog pe mpofAnpoatilel moAd to yeyovodg 6t o1 avOpmmot
avtoi Bewpovvtat amd peydro LéEPog Tov TANOBVGLOL pog VITELHVVOL Y OTL
KaKO pog cvpPaiver (eykAnuota, otkovokn kpion, K.a.). Etvar avnovyntuco
va cupPaivetl kTt Tétoto Ko va piyvovpe evBHves 6e avOp®TOLS TOL dPnoaV
TN XOPO TOLG Y1 VO KAADTEPO HEAAOV KO 0L Y10 VO OVTILETOTICOVY TO
patoiopd Kot v mepmpronoinon and pépovg pag. Epéva mpocwmikd dev pe
evoyAel kaBoAov n cuvimapén pali Tovg yiati dExopat T S0POPETIKOTNTA.
Opwmg ovpPaivet to 1010 pe Tovg vTOLOLTOVS avBpdTovg; Evyopat va
UTOPOVGOLE Lo LéPa Vo KataAdfovpe OA01 Tog eipocte TpdTa Avlpmmot
Kot petd ' EAAnvec, aAPavoi, makiotovoi. Kot opeiovpe va dpovpe kot va
CLUTEPIPEPOLOCTE MG TETOLOL.

To his perspective Thessaloniki is merely another station that might offer
some potentials of work. Probably he wonders from city to city, therefore he
views Thessaloniki as a large center where he can sell his products easily due
to large population and consequently to a big number of possible buyers. I do
not believe he can easily view Thessaloniki from a cultural perspective or
know the city centre. Perhaps he thinks of it even as being inhospitable if he
has been a victim of racial discrimination. Due to the fact that Thessaloniki
could be considered nowadays a multi-cultural city he is not making a
difference between the rest of the immigrants that made this city their home in
their struggle to find a job and earn a living.



COMMUNITY QUESTION X

» How can we make a difference in our urban space? Provide suggestions
and solutions.

COMMUNITY RESPONSES

v' 1 think that more events can be organized with emphasis on music, dance and
food. Also, some old houses which are not used can be turned into areas for
kids, activities and events.

v By making our urban space more eco-friendly. For example there should be
particular roads in the center that cars are not allowed to enter and somebody
could access only on foot or by bicycle.

v’ Create small gardens in the rooftops of our buildings.

v" We should keep it clear and well-organized by contributing to voluntary extra
curricular activities.

v" In the urban space of Thessaloniki there is traffic jam. The situation could be
improved, if everyone used bikes or the bus. Furthermore, each one should be
responsible enough to throw their rubbish in bins.

v' It is in our hands to make the city beautiful by the power of street art.
Enormous graftiti like the one opposite to our university, near the Rotonda or
the one near Ladadika give a whole new modern perspective to the roads.
Smaller works of art, like colorful faces and sketches on walls and on the little
metallic boxes of OTE can also change the city’s image.

v" Create places where people can relax. Plant trees all over the city. Respect
individually the law by not spoiling the city. Be friendly and hospitable toward
others.

v' It is obvious that our city is beautiful. It’s also obvious that it’s dirty. We
could organize volunteer groups which will help clan both the streets and the
monuments as well as try and inform the citizens about the importance of a
clean city.

v Making a difference is always a case of good will and organization but most of
the time people lack these things. There are many things we could do to
improve our urban space, such as keeping everything clean, organizing
environment-friendly groups which will plant trees, help animals etc. or using
public transport to prevent traffic congestion and keep the environment
healthy.

v" Our urban space of Thessaloniki is generally quite good except for the
unfinished metro stations. I don’t think that we can do much about it. They
just make the center look ugly.



People must be more friendly and has to communicate with other people. In
our space we have to make decision and both must be accepted. The
government has to be more specific and take care of the all the humans and no
just for themselves.

Thessaloniki is the second biggest city in Greece, after Athens. So, this means
that lots of people live here. The most important thing we should do is to make
our city happier, more beautiful and idyllic for humans because it continues to
grow and nobody wants it to become impersonal like Athens. A solution to
this problem, is to stop fearing our next door neighbors and just be friends
with them.

It would be a great idea to organize some big events in public places where
anyone can participate. These events can be related to culture or even to casual
problems. These meetings can bring us closer.

We can organize bazaars, especially during Christmas period and group work
e.g. for planting trees.

We must not throw garbage in the streets and we must care about the
environment and not destroy it.

It is know that the majority of problems in our city are caused by us, the
citizens. So we are the ones who can solve them.

In order to make a difference in our city we should respect each other’s rights,
such as freedom of expression and the right to have access to education, as
well as provide economic support to those who live in poverty. Furthermore, it
would be good to do things for free, more often.



COMMUNITY QUESTION XI

>

Do you think that Thessaloniki has intercultural stories to narrate? If yes,
provide an example. Do you think that intercultural communication can
be achieved in a big city?

COMMUNITY RESPONSES

v

Yes, because in Thessaloniki there are many different races and immigrants
from all over the world. For example, my school participated in a European
Program and 70 students came for a week in our school from 19 countries.
They stayed in our homes and it was a great experience. And yes, big cities are
the best places to achieve intercultural communication.

Due to history Thessaloniki has a big number of intercultural stories to narrate.
In the city, nowadays live many people coming from other cities in Greece or
from other countries. I think that in Thessaloniki intercultural communication
can be achieved because it isn’t such a big city.

Yes, some buildings in this city used to belong to wealthy Jews and now that
houses or old shops stand alone and not very well preserved, but these
buildings have a great history to narrate form the period of the 1940s, when
their owners were forced to abandoned them. No, I don’t think intercultural
communication can be achieved in a big city, because people are not open
minded.

Thessaloniki hosts many cultures such as Albanian, Bulgarian etc. A fair
example of intercultural communication is London that has many people from
all over the world. So, yes I believe that cultural communication can be
achieved.

As the second biggest city in Greece, Thessaloniki surely has plenty of
intercultural stories to narrate. Lots of people from different origins and
culture reside in Thessaloniki and give the city a cosmopolitan characteristic.
Refugees from Asia, Istanbul, Africa and other cities of the world have come
here for a better future. There can exist an intercultural communication when
people are open-minded and respectful to foreign cultures and generally to the
human species.

Thessaloniki is one of the most historical cities in Balkans, and as we go back
in time we will find even more things concerning history, like Alexander the
Great in ancient times, and the Balkan Wars in the most recent times.
However, because of its geographical position, Thessaloniki has a lot of
connection with other Balkan countries, with regard to its customs and culture,
like music and arts. If we think in that perspective, I think we will find all our
answers, music and the arts is one of them.

Of course Thessaloniki has intercultural stories to narrate. One should take
into consideration the Greeks that came from Asia Minor in 1922 and later as
well as the Pontiacs.



Thessaloniki has definitely intercultural stories to narrate, not only because
nowadays many people from other countries have come here to live (China,
Pakistan etc) but even the Greek people who live in the city come from
different cultural backgrounds. Although in a big city like Thessaloniki
intercultural communication is very difficult to be achieved, because people
are not open to new experiences and different cultures. They are afraid of
anything different.

I think Thessaloniki is a place that is the home to people from many different
origins, whether they are people from different Greek cities or people from all
over the world. Walking on the street you can meet many people from other
cultures. Of course that creates a problem of racism in many cases and what
we must do is try to embrace diversity and appreciate it. That can only be
achieved through communication.

Thessaloniki has always been an intercultural meeting point due to its port.
Additionally, some of Thessaloniki’s greatest monuments such as the White
Tower or Kamara reveal the interference between Greek and Turkish culture.
Actually, an intercultural communication in a big city, like Thessaloniki could
be achieved by a cooperation of the two governments.

Thessaloniki nowadays is definitely an intercultural city, because there are
many immigrants. However, racism against specific nationalities continues to
exist and we should try to embrace those people and accept them in our
society.

Thessaloniki is an intercultural place indeed and this is obvious in the
International Film Festival which many people from all over the world attend.
But sometimes intercultural communication cannot be achieved in big cities
due to the fact that people are not very close to each other.

Thessaloniki is definitely intercultural since first of all there are many
immigrants there are many different cultures, different worldviews and of
course different languages. For years, the Jewish community has been offering
cultural elements to the city. A big city can definitely have intercultural
communication especially if people are accepting.

Yes, there are these kind of stories in Thessaloniki. It can be achieved through
the university community.

Of course it does. In 1922 there were million of refugees that came here and
they all had a story to tell. They brought together many aspects of their culture
and despite their differences regarding language, culture, habits, they all lived
together in harmony for many many years. So if they managed to do it then,
why can’t we make it happen now?

In my opinion, Thessaloniki has many intercultural stories to tell, since it has a
harbor and used to have a large Jewish and Muslim minority. In a big city like
Thessaloniki, it may be more difficult to achieve communication but I think



getting to know each culture’s story through exhibitions, music, food festivals
would really help.

Thessaloniki was considered for centuries to be a centre of the Balkan area
and a home for many people from Bulgaria, FYROM, Turkey and Greece.
There are still plenty of Balkan minorities that live here.



