“AUSTRALIA”: HISTORY’S
INVISIBLE WOMAN

BY

EVDOXIA THEODOROU

SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL, THERE
EXISTED A WOMAN WHO LIVED IN “THE
ONLY PART OF THE GLOBE WHERE QUIET
WAS TO BE EXPECTED” .1 A KIND OF
QUIETNESS DIFFERENT FROM WHAT
OTHERS COULD SEE. IT WAS A PLACE
ENTIRELY AND WHOLLY POSSESSED BY
TRANQUILITY, ONE SHE COULD ONLY
SENSE.

THE “BUSHWOMAN” WAS “USED TO LIVING
IN HER LONELINESS” AND COULD SEE
“"NO HORIZON FOR THE COUNTRY WAS
FLAT” .2 THE SOUND OF COMPLETE
SILENCE RUSHED THROUGH HER VEINS,
SAME AS THE LIGHT WINTER BREEZE
CRACKED THE AIR IN THE BLEAK
VASTNESS.
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”'O’I'HERS CALLED HER R QYI};IG EARTH” AND THE

~  “EMPTIEST OF LANDS”.6 IT WAS A PECULIAR
EMPTINESS. IT REMINDED ME OF. FAMISHED LIONS
THAT LURK .EQ THEIR PRAY ,I-LOPING«-TO FILL THEIR




They claimed she had “scratches on
her face, neck and arms” .8 That was
all they could see. Her scars
slowly spread through her _blood..
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~They named :|.tﬁ ‘Renewal” !
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Works Cited

1. Elizabeth MacArthur's «Letter to Brigid Kingdony, (1798).
- All three excerpts belong to Henry Lawson's work, ‘The Drover's Wife', (1894).
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- Mary Gilmore's poem, “Australia” (1932).
- Bernard O' Dowd poem, “Australia’ (1900).
- This Is a reference to Jean Devanny's novel, Sugar Heaven (1936).
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- From Lawson, see above.

- From A.D. Hope's poem, “Australia” (1939).

- Devanny, see above.

- Christina Stead's novel, 'For Love Alone' (1944).
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