Postcolonial Re-Visions

(Lit 6-389)

Autumn Semester

2021-2022
Instructor
Effie Yiannopoulou (room 307Γ)

Email: yiannopo@enl.auth.gr 

Times and Venue 
Tuesday  11:00-13:30, Room: 417
Office Hours (online)
Wednesday 13:00-15:00 using the zoom link below
https://authgr.zoom.us/j/94047058495?pwd=a3Z4bW5tWExGOG9ZNTNjTStLVXZrZz09 
or by appointment (email me)
Description and aims of the module

This is a third-year module which discusses the ways in which recent postcolonial writers have re-written key texts of the English literary canon.  The aim is to explore the unspoken assumptions concerning racial and cultural difference which inform and shape the production and the critical reception of selected 18th- and 19th-century novels in Britain.  Emphasis is placed on the postcolonial re-readings which unmask the (textual and ideological) processes whereby racist and xenophobic discourses become naturalised and invisible in the eyes of readers.  The novels to be studied in class are Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, J.M. Coetzee’s Foe, Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre and Jean Rhys’s Wide Sargasso Sea. 

Objectives

By the end of the module students are expected to have knowledge of the novels discussed, the history of British colonialism of the 18th and 19th centuries and of some contemporary postcolonial theories; they are also expected to have gained insights into the mutually interactive relationship which exists between literary texts and their cultural and historical contexts.

Requirements

Students need to do the required amount of reading within the limits set by the course outline and always before its discussion in class.  This will facilitate their contribution to class discussions which will be an essential requirement of this module.

E-Learning class

There is a virtual class on the E-Learning platform. You’ll be registered automatically once you are formally enrolled in this class. Please, consult it to follow announcements, find out about on-line sources and participate in class activities.

Assessment

Evaluation is by final exam. Alternatively, students also have the following options:

•
They can write a 1500-word essay and  give a presentation to get 50% of their grade. Students opting for this mode of assessment must also sit the end-of-term exam to receive the other 50% of their final grade. 

•
If they actively participate in class discussions, contribute their views in writing on the chat forums on our E-learning class (when the tutor sets short assignments), share relevant material with other students (e.g. podcasts; videos; films; newspaper articles; information on art exhibitions, relevant literature that they like or critical articles that they’ve read and found useful, creative responses to literary or artistic texts—write their own stories etc.) and give a short presentation of their choice (see list of topics), they can get 20% of their grade. All students are eligible for this mode of assessment. The final exam will provide the other 80% of their final grade.

Outline
Week 1: Contexts and histories: Europeans and their Others

Week 2: Orientalism

Essential Reading

Carl von Linné. From The God-given Order of Nature (1778). Race and the Enlightenment: A Reader, ed. Emmanuel Chukwadi. Oxford: Blackwell, 1997.

Edward Said. Orientalism: Western Conceptions of the Orient (Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1991), 1-28.

Weeks 3-5: Modernity and race
Essential Reading

Daniel Defoe.  Robinson Crusoe. Ed. and Intro. J. Donald Crowley. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1972.

Weeks 6-7: Postmodernism and postcolonial resistance

Essential Reading

bell hooks. ‘Postmodern Blackness’. Colonial Discourse and Post-colonial Theory: A Reader. Ed. Patrick Williams and Laura Chrisman. New York: Harvester Wheatsheaf, 1993.

J. M. Coetzee. Foe. Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1986.

Weeks 8-10: Feminist Orientalism 

Essential Reading

Charlote Brontë. Jane Eyre. Ed. Q. D. Leavis. Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1966.

Weeks 11-12: Gender and postcolonial re-writing

Essential Reading

Jean Rhys. Wide Sargasso Sea. Ed. Angela Smith. Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1997.

Weeks 13: Revision
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